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A responsive recipe web app
for cooking with almost no utensils

killet

What is it

The objective

To design a mobile-first-approach responsive 
web app for recipes that meets the needs of its 
users and solves the problems they are facing 
with existing recipe apps.

The approach

Design Thinking Process

I approached the project following the Design 
Thinking Process to determine problems users 
are facing and discover possible solutions .
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Skillet is a community based recipe web app 

for people with limited kitchen utensils, 

enhanced by AI support and 

featuring a mobile-first, responsive layout

Competitive Analysis
As the first step of the UX design phase, I 
conducted a competitive analysis to understand 
possible user problems and discover what 
problems have been targeted and what solutions 
are already present on the market.

Mapping User problems & solutions
I collected  hypothetical user problems and 
mapped the possible solutions. 

Hypothetic user problems Solution proposals

Recipes include long and irrelevant stories, long 
scrolling needed to get to the actual recipe

Ho hassle, simple recipes for people that 
don’t like cooking

Make it simple, right to the point

Include AI tool to filter search results for 
locally available ingredients

Include filters for available equipments

Include calculator to change number of 
servings

Include switch for measurement units

Recipes intended for cooking enthusiast that have 
time for complicated meals and enjoy cooking. They 
disregard people that just want to eat something 
simple and quick but need instructions.

Recipes meant for families. Quantity too much for 
singles.

Measurements given in imperial when metric is needed 
or viceversa.

Recipes require ingredients that are hard to get in 
some locations

Too many kitchen utensils are needed

Research Learning Spiral (RLS)

As next, I conducted a user research using the Research Learning Spiral method. 

User research

UX phase > inspiration

UX phase > conceptualization

User interviews

I conducted 3 user interviews to understand actual user needs and problems

Short survey

In addition, I also asked questions in relevant social media groups to collect quantitative data.

synthesis
Travelers face challenges when trying to cook in their accommodation during a trip due to thelimited number and 
quality of kitchen utensils available. Searching for recipes in other recipeapps can be frustrating because many of 
the search results require a large number of utensilsthat are not available, so users waste time checking the 
results one by one. In addition, evensimple recipes contain certain ingredients that are not available everywhere in 
the world.

Hypothesis #1

Busy singles don’t like cooking but want to prepare 
time to time simple, quick meals, that are healthier 
than takeaway and quicker than eating out.  

Hypothesis #2

Digital nomads, backpackers, campers and other 
travelers face challenges when they want to prepare 
their own meal during a tripdue to limited availablity of 
equipment and ingredients. 

Hypotheses
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user personas

rapid prototype

preference testing

Alex is a 22-year-old student pursuing a degree in Environmental Science at a 
reputable university. Growing up in a small town surrounded by nature, he 
developed a deep appreciation for the outdoors from a young age. His family 
instilled in him a love for camping, hiking, and exploring the wilderness. During 
summer holidays, he spends weeks hiking with friends in the mountains and 
sleeping in tents away from civilization. He is a creative person who likes 
creating sculptures in wood and in stone. 

Bio

 New meal ideas for trip
 Looking for recipes that 

estimate energy 
consumption (how many 
gas burners to carry

 Looking recipes that can 
be made with ingredients 
found in nature

Goals

 Hiking and nomad lifestyl
 Discussing philosophical 

topics with friend
 Sculpturin
 An activist to prevent 

global warmin
 Writes poems

Interests

 Recipes made for 4 
people, servings not 
adjustabl

 Recipe apps automatically 
run how-to videos, 
consuming much of his 
battery and dat

 Ingredients are expensive

Frustrations

Extrovert Introvert

Intuitive Sensor

Judger Perceiver

Thinker Feeler

Personality

22

N/A

Single

Student

Ongoing

Austria

Age

Salary

Family status

Job

Education

Location

Nothing beats laying on the grass and  
letting the breeze wash away the worries of 

the world.

Alex Bardot

With over two decades of experience, Kirsten is a highly regarded coach 
renowned for her transformative approach. From executive leadership to 
personal development, she has empowered countless individuals to surpass 
their goals. She is often invited by companies all around the world and spends 
several weeks at a destination. Although she could afford eating out each day, 
she prefers cooking for herself, even if the kitchen at her accommodations is 
not very well equipped. She is divorced and has a 25 years old son, who lives 
and studies in Singapore.

Bio

With over two decades of experience, Kirsten is a highly regarded coach 
renowned for her transformative approach. From executive leadership to 
personal development, she has empowered countless individuals to surpass 
their goals. She is often invited by companies all around the world and spends 
several weeks at a destination. Although she could afford eating out each day, 
she prefers cooking for herself, even if the kitchen at her accommodations is 
not very well equipped. She is divorced and has a 25 years old son, who lives 
and studies in Singapore.

Bio

 Looking for inspirational 
new fusion recipe

 Healthy and quick meal 
ideas with less pot

 Curious about how other 
people manage cooking 
when they are abroad

Goals

 Readin
 Watching crime 

documentarie
 Theatre and balle
 Michelin Star restaurant
 Self developmen
 Bread baking

Interests

 Servings in recipes cannot 
be adjusted to a single 
servin

 Measurements are often 
given in pounds or cups & 
spoons, not in metri

 No filters for locally 
available ingredients

Frustrations

Extrovert Introvert

Intuitive Sensor

Judger Perceiver

Thinker Feeler

Personality

52

120K EUR/year

Divorced

Coach, CEO

MBA

Germany

Age

Salary

Family status

Job

Education

Location

Tell me what you cook and I tell you who 
your parents are

Kirsten Tuborg

 New meal ideas for trip
 Easy recipes for campin
 Healthy food option
 Recipes with less 

ingredients

Goals

 Rock climbin
 Hiking, campin
 Beer with friend
 Eating ou
 Dog
 Death metals concerts

Interests

 Too complicated recipe
 Recipes where many 

utensils are neede
 Lack of information about 

quantity of outcom
 Would welcome more 

how-to videos

Frustrations

Extrovert Introvert

Intuitive Sensor

Judger Perceiver

Thinker Feeler

Personality

Bernadette has been married for 2 years to his university sweatheart. They 
don’t have kids but have a medium sized dog. They both work at the same 
company and try to keep a 40 hours per week schedule. They often go to 
concerts or grab drinks with friends.

They spend almost every weekend outdoors hiking or rock climbing. They travel 
by car and bring their dog with them. They often cook when they are traveling, 
although they prefer eating out when there are conveniently close-by 
restaurants with good food and good prices.

Bio

34

68K EUR/year

Married

Scientist

PHD

Germany

Age

Salary

Family status

Job

Education

Location

Having a beer in front of the tent with my 
husband is the perfect closure of the day

Bernadette Moll
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usability test results
After conducting a usabilty test with 3 users, I made iterations on the app

 Changed the location of the Upload recipe butto
 Re-designed the location ba
 Re-designed the utensils selection feature

30 mins

One-skillet salmon

34

25 mins

Recipes for you

Pots Time Ingredients Diet

What do you want to cook today?

Madrid
Showing recipes for

killet

skillet.com

9:41 AM

The outcome

The questions

 Background: white or green
 Scrolling: sideways or up-down
 Images: small or large
 Text label: on image or beside?
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A AB B

I had several design ideas in my head, so I conducted preference tests with 8-10 participants.

ideate

minimum viable product

Key performance indicators

filter for location

involve AI

available pots

convert units
spoon and cups

cooking time 

shown on cover
ingredients not 

available 
everywhere

Crazy 8

The MVP objective of the recipe app is to provide a user-friendly interface where users can find and share simple and 
quick recipe inspiration tailored to their specific needs. 



The recipe app's target audience is travelers who want to prepare their own meals during a trip, even though their 
accommodation only offers a limited number of kitchen utensils or are outdoors without a proper kitchen. The recipe 
app offers personalized recommendations, recipe search, saving recipes and sharing recipes. 



The key features are special filters for available resources, such as utensils or locally available ingredients, cooking 
time and dietary restrictions, as well as a calculator that converts serving sizes and measurements.

Quantitative

 Number of active user
 Daily active user
 Session lengt
 Number of recipes share
 Recipe view
 Number of like
 Likes per recip
 New user sign-ups

Qualitative

 User feedback, testimonials



Ui phase > design

final design

Color palette

ButtonsLogos
Favicon

Headers 

383914

131307

82842F

C1C355

F8F8EC

Text & buttons 

Primary button 

General 
background 

White

Background for 
warnings

Skillet - Recipe App
Style guide

killet
Poppins

14 Regular
Used for metadata

Used for inline links

Body 2 

Header 1

Header 2

Header 3 

Header 4

Body 1
16 Regular

18 SemiBold
Used for recipe names 
on cards 

16 SemiBold
Used for buttons

20 SemiBold
Used for category titles 

& recipe titles

32 SemiBold ALL CAPS

Typography

Font

Recipe card

Language & image guideline

Icons

Text field example

Spacing guideline

FilterFilter

Secondary Button Primary Button Selected

Simple, direct, casual where possible. 
Recipes and images are provided by 
users, so there is no set guideline for 
style or colors. The monochrome color 
palette helps to reduce visual clutter.

- 2 +Gram Oz Cups

4, 8, 12, 16, 24, 32, 40, 48 pxFFFFFF
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One-skillet salmon

30 min |  Basic set

high fidelity responsive screens

iterations after peer critiques

LOGO design

Although I considered the recipe cover card the highlight of my 
design, it had to be re-designed. The 4 icons gave a cluttered 
impression, the clickable and non-clickable icons were not 
distinguished and the icon that was supposed to indicate the 
necessary amount of pots, was interpret by several users as delete 
icon. 

I moved the non-clickable icons below the recipe image 
and designed a more recognizable icon for the utensils.

I designed the responsive screens for tablets, laptops and desktops

and asked fellow UI designer students to review them. 

Recipes for you

Pots Kitchen Time Ingredients Allergy

What do you want to cook today?

Not 

Madrid?MadridYou are in

developement > home screen

skillet.com

9:41 AM

killet

Showing recipes for

Madrid

What do you want to cook today?

Utensils Time Kitchen Diet

Recipes for you

34

One-skillet salmon
30 min |  Basic set

14

Sketch Low Fid Hi Fid

Landing page

Recipe Ingredients Recipe Directions

Home page scrolledHome page Log in

Personal Home Page Personal Home Page scrolled

Browse and view recipe flow

upload and share recipe flow

Recipe title Add Ingredients Add directions

Preview recipe Preview recipe scrolled Final details and upload

killet



 takeaways

Next steps

Responsive screens

Cook

killet

wherever you are

Research learning spiral

Gathering information from users at early stages 
of the project helped me to focus on the features 
that users need. User testing at several stages of 
the design process meant a great deal to focus on 
a user centric design.

Lean UX design principles

Involving users early and often and gathering 
feedbacks from peers and users sped up the 
design process. I enjoyed the constructive 
criticism and I was able to eliminate unnecessary 
features early on.

Auto-layout technique

I watched video tutorials to master the technique of 
using auto-layout. Even though I invested several 
hours into the learning process, at the end I saved 
time when I was designing the responsive screens 
for different breakpoints. 

Defining the MVP

I learned how important it is to select the right 
flows to include in the MVP. First, I selected non-
essential flows, so I had to re-think and replace 
the flows later. It caused me extra hours of work.

Designing the rest of the screens User testing Developement
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M

M

L

L

S
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